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Dr. C. B. Ticehurst in ‘ The Birds of Sind \ Ibis 1922, p. 546, 
says: 

‘Mr. T. R. Bell records that on 24th January 1905 he obtained a 
single specimen of Sitta castaneiventris castaneiventris in a 
babul-grove in the Raoti forest in Upper Sind.’ 

It is apparent that Ticehurst's record refers to the above notes 
and that no specimen was obtained. The record of Sitta castaneiven - 
iris castaneiventris from Sind should therefore be deleted or treated as 
doubtful until further evidence is forthcoming. 
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9. BLACK DRONGOS FOSTERING A KOEL 

It may be of interest to record the case of a parasitic cuckoo — Koel 
(Eudynamis scolopaceus )—having as foster parents a pair of Black 
Drongos or King Crows ( Dicrurus macrocercus ). 

When first noticed, the young bird was fairly well grown and able 
to fly, larger in fact than the foster parents. It was frequently 
observed perched on a tree branch in the bungalow compound, or on 
shade trees in the nearby tea. In this position it would sit and complain 
rather querulously whilst the two drongos chased around frantically to 
find food. This food, when it did arrive, was not in the least gratefully 
received, but, after it had been consumed, the young cuckoo would 
peck and scold at its foster parents sitting alongside until the poor 
drongos had to fly off again in the apparently never ending quest to 
satisfy the cuckoo child's voracious appetite. 

The trio were observed near the bungalow for about a week early in 
August, and then disappeared not to be seen again. 

What struck me as curious and possibly unusual, was firstly, the 
choice of foster parents by the hen Koel; secondly that the hen Koel 
had ever been allowed to approach the nest of the usually brave and 
pugnacious Black Drongos, who were quite capable of ‘ seeing off the 
premises' any Koel; and thirdly, when the young bird had hatched out 
and had grown actually larger than themselves, the drongos did not 
recognize it as an alien, but developed into a pair of sorely tried and 
hard-working slaves. 

Perhaps in the end they did recognize an enemy and either killed 
it off or drove it away. 
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[In India the Koel gives highest priority as its fosterers to the 
House and Jungle Crows. Stuart Baker (Cuckoo Problems, p. 197) 
records eggs from the nest of the Common Myna ( Acridotheres tristis ). 


